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THE FIRST TIME WOLVERINE AND THE X-MEN ENCOUNTERED THE PHOENIX FORCE. IT BONDED 
WITH JEAN GREY. EVENTUALLY DRIVING HER MAD WITH POWER. AFTER TAKING COUNTLESS 
LIVES AS THE "DARK PHOENIX." JEAN SUMMONED THE LAST OF HER STRENGTH AND 
WILLPOWER AND SACRIFICED HERSELF TO STOP THE PHOENIX. IN THE YEARS SINCE, MANY 
HAVE INTERACTED WITH THAT FORCE. BUT NONE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO TAME ITS WILD NATURE. 


NOW THE PHOENIX FORCE IS BACK AND HEADED STRAIGHT FOR EARTH, BURNING A PATH OF 
DESTRUCTION ACROSS THE UNIVERSE AS IT COMES. THE AVENGERS WERE ALERTED TO THE 
COMING COSMIC ENTITY WHEN THE SPACEFARING HERO KNOWN AS NOVA CRASH-LANDED 
ON EARTH TO WARN THEM. NOW. WHILE WOLVERINE RUNS A SCHOOL WHICH BEARS JEAN'S 
NAME, ACROSS THE COUNTRY ON THE ISLAND NATION OF UTOPIA, THE "MUTANT MESSIAH," 
A YOUNG GIRL NAMED HOPE, LASHES OUT WITH A SUDDEN BURST OF PHOENIX ENERGY... 
ALERTING THE AVENGERS TO HER PRESENCE. 


DAY OF THE PHOENIX, 
DARK NIGHT OF THE SOUL 
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“THE PHOENIX IS A FORCE | aan 
OF COSMIC DESTRUCTION. | saa 
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BUT SOME MUTANTS BELIEVE 
THAT THE PHOENIX IS MORE 
THAN JUST A FORCE OF 


THOUGH WHEN I \ THANK YOU, IDIE. 
CALLED TO ASK A SPLENDID 
HOPE ABOUT IT, REPORT. ALL 


DESTRUCTION. ACCORDING 
TO _THE INTERNET, MANY 
BELIEVE IT WAS ALSO 
SOMEHOW RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THE BIRTH OF HOPE SUMMERS, 
AND THE FIRST NEW MUTANTS 
TO BE FOUND IN A VERY 
LONG TIME. 


SHE DID GET RIGHT, WHO'S 
STRANGELY NEXT? 


MAY I JUST 
SAY, AS ONE 
OF THOSE NEW 
MUTANTS, I'VE 
NEVER MET 
ANY SORT OF 


PHOENIX FORCE 
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TALK ABOUT.” 


MY NAME IS AVA/DARA NAGANANDINI. 
SOLDIER OF THE SHI/AR IMPERIUM. ROYAL 
| WARBIRD, DEATHBRINGER GRADE. SERVANT 
| OF THE EMPEROR. PROTECTOR OF HIS SEED. 
My LIFE SINCE BIRTH HAS 
a BEEN AN ENDLESS PARADE 
“7 OF COMBAT AND MURDER, 
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WITHOUT FLYING INTO 
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TM FINE, 
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JUST SEE TO THE 

STUDENTS. _- 
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ON WITH YOUR POWERS. T 
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STARTED PUTTING i] START GETTING 
TOGETHER A TEAM wa S\ READY. 

TO HEAD OFF-WORLD /\iRS3i] — 
ON AN INTERCEPT 3 i 


MISSION. 


I'LL PACK MY 
SPACESUIT. 


HER NAME |S HOPE. THAT'S WHERE IT'S AND WHAT 
HEADED. CYCLOPS BELIEVES SHE'S THE DO YOU SEE 
MUTANT MESSIAH. IT AS? 


IT DOESN'T MATTER 
HOW MANY WORLDS THIS 
THING HAS DESTROYED. 
THE PHOENIX IS A COSMIC 
FORCE OF BOTH DESTRUCTION 
AND REBIRTH. SCOTT'LL BE 
BANKING ON THE REBIRTH 
PART OF THE EQUATION. HE’LL 
SEE THIS AS HOPE'S DESTINY. 
AND AS THE LAST BEST SHOT 
AT_FULL-ON MUTANT 
REVITALIZATION. 


I DON’T KNOW NOTHING 
ABOUT NO MESSIAH. WHEN I LOOK 
AT HOPE, ALL I SEE IS A SIXTEEN- 
YEAR-OLD GIRL WHO HAS NO IDEA 
WHAT SHE'S GOTTEN HERSELF INTO. 


THEN I HOPE YOU'RE READY 
FOR A HELLUVA FIGHT. 


WE HAVE 
TO GO GET 
HER. WE HAVE 
TO STOP 
THIS. 


THINK OF UTOPIA 
AS A COMPOUND 
FULL OF HEAVILY 


BUTTING IN, TELLING 
THEM WHAT TO 
BELIEVE AND HOW 
TO LIVE. IT WON'T 
GO WELL. 


THIS ISN'T ABOUT HUMAN VERSUS 
MUTANT. THIS IS ABOUT SAVING 
THE WORLD FROM CERTAIN Sh I'M ASKING 
DESTRUCTION. } { YOU TO HELP 
ME SAVE THE 


I NEED TO WORLD. WILL 
KNOW YOU'LL me YOU? 
BE BY MY SIDE : 

ON THIS. 
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ME TO TAKE SIDES 
AGAINST THE X-MEN. 
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HAPPENED. RIGHT BEFORE 
THEY COLLAPSED, THEY 
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MILL IS CHURNING. IT DOESN'T 
HELP THAT WE ALL SAW 
CAPTAIN AMERICA DROP 
BY FOR A CHAT. 
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MEANS. CAPTAIN AMERICA HAS PUT 
TOGETHER ANOTHER TEAM TO 
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MY RESPONSIBILITY 


IS TO PROTECT THIS 
SCHOOL. NO MATTER 
WHAT. 
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ALL OF YOU TO 
STAY HERE AND LOOK 
AFTER THE KIDS. I DON’T 
WANT US TO CAUSE A 
PANIC. BUT I ane 
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THEM EITHER, 


AS ALWAYS, 

WE'VE GOT THE BEST 
MINDS ON THE PLANET 
WORKING ON THIS PROBLEM. 
BUT GIVEN WHAT WE'RE 


FACING, THIS WON'T BE 
AN EASY FIGHT. 


AND I THINK YOU 
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“PROTECT THE 
SCHOOL. NO MATTER 
WHAT.” IT KNOW WHAT 
Yy THAT MEANS. 

Va I KNOW WHY 
YOU'VE ALWAYS 
KEPT YOUR 
DISTANCE FROM 
HOPE. IT'S BECAUSE 
YOU KNEW THIS DAY 
WOULD COME. AND 
IF SHE STARTS TO 
GO DARK PHOENIX, 
LIKE JEAN DID, YOU 


FIGURE YOU'RE THE 
ONE WHO'LL HAVE 


TO KILL HER. 


I JUST WANT 
YOU TO REMEMBER, 
SHE'S ONLY A 
CHI 


THERE'S MORE THAN ONE CHILD’/S 
LIFE AT STAKE HERE. JUST GO STOP 
THAT THING BEFORE IT GETS HERE, 
AND NOTHING ELSE WILL 
MATTER. 


I’M GOING INTO SPACE 
TO FIGHT A GIANT BIRD 
OF COSMIC DESTRUCTION. 


THE LEAST YOU COULD DO 
IS GIVE ME A HUG. on 


I WOULD, 
BUT YOU'VE 
GOT FLEAS. 
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GOT INTO MY PYM 

PARTICLES! : 


N 
WANT TO DIE 
WITH YOU 
THINKING T 
HAVE FLEAS! 


ba | 


Ly 
TS] “tlie ait 


om 


aeaaae 


LOOKS LIKE 
MY RIDE'S 


Lite aw’ 7 < 


"! ea | 

or : 
7 fe ‘4 J Wy He, II Zn 
Za # re nk ea eal S Pest 


EA tL 


BLINDFOLD 
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FUTURE. 
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PLANET TO BE DESTROYED BY THE 
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‘ I’M SORRY, MY LORD. BUT WE'RE STILL 
THE SHI'AR UNABLE TO CONTACT EARTH. IT COULD 
THRONE WORLD. Geeenaeaciaaataa 
"! DOUBT. I'M AFRAID, AS TO Te RELIABLE. INTELLIGENCE 
: CONFIRMING THE EXISTENCE 
OF A LIKELY EARTHBOUND 


MY LORD GLADIATOR, YOU KNOW 
WHAT THIS MEANS. AS MAJESTOR 
OF THE SHI’AR, IT IS YOUR DUTY 
TO ACTIVATE THE PHOENIX 
PROTOCOLS. 


ict MEAN 
Ayes 
COM IANDOS, 
SON YOU? I 
KNEW I SHOULD 


HAVE HAD THEM 
PLEASE ALL EXECUTED. 


TELL ME IT’S 
NOT ANOTHER 


-M. 


‘OU WANT YOUR DAMN 
READY : pRoTocols7 ae ! cca 

MY FASTEST DEATH C NDOS. 

SHIP. EET THEM rete ON 
WHATEVER POOR SOUL THAT 
WRETCHED BIRD HAS CHOSEN 

TO TORMENT THIS TIME 
AROUND! 


BUT I'LL BE 
DAMNED IF YOU OR 
ANYONE ELSE IN THIS 
Weare ue reow 
MUST PROTEST! Ree cont 
AS EMPEROR, i 
YOU CANNOT-- 


I FLY FOR 
EARTH. MAY THE 
GODS HELP US 
ALL. 


AND MAY 


FORGIVE 
us. 
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Alright, alright. I’ve dodged this as 
long as | could, but Kitty made more 
a’ the kind of threats that would 
embarrass her mother. And if | know 
one thing about Pryde it’s that you 
don’t test her. So now I’m stuck 
answering these letters. So, yeah, it’s 
Headmaster Logan and for some reason 
I’m answering letters from the mail 
hag. So I’ve got as long as it takes this 
Hellicarrier to make it out to California. 
So let’s get this over with. 


Headmaster Logan, 


So weird calling you that! | bet you're not even 
used to it yourself, huh? | wanted to talk about 
your decision to name the school after Jean 
Grey. Don't get me wrong, | love the name, 
but how come you didn’t just re-open it and 
name it the Xavier Institute once more? Do 
you think Scott Summers (my favorite X-Man) 
feels a sting every time he hears the name? 
Does he even know that that's what you called 
your school? | mean, you took half his Utopia 
crew, bolted, and opened a school named after 
the dead love of his life. That's gotta be just a 
litle bit of a slap in the face, no? Speaking of 
Jean Grey, though, that Hope Summers sure is 
a dead-ringer for her, don’t you think? No pun 
intended. There's clearly more to that girl than 
meets the optic-blasting eye. 


Also, | wanted to ask, do you think Northstar 
would ever take time to take part in the 
school’s extracurricular activities? | think it 
would be great if he sponsored a gay-straight 
alliance. I’m sure your students face enough 
oppression just for being mutants; I'd hate for 
them to have more piled on to their already 
loaded plates just because of who they love. 
And who else better to help them with these 
feelings than Northstar! When it comes to 
being a gay mutant, he wrote the book... 
or starred in if, at least. Just some food for 
thought. 


Greatly enjoying your adventures at the Jean 
Grey School for Higher Learning. Keep up the 
eXcellent work! 


Wishing | was at your school, 
Chris Neyra 


First of all, the name of the school 
didn’t have anything to do with 
Summers. That demented jerk doesn’t 
weigh into my decision-making. Here’s 
the thing with the school name—this 
isn’t the same old school that | first 
came to. It’s a different school for a 
different time and | named it for the 
mutant and X-Man who most inspired 
me to build it. That's it. 


To hit your second point, I’m hoping 
we don’t need a gay-straight alliance 
here at the school. Anyone who gives 
anyone a hard time because they're 
different answers to me. We've got 
gay students, we've got straight 
students and | think we’ve grown past 
a time where either really sees the 
other as different in any real way. Got 
it? As for Northstar, we go way back 
and he’s a valuable part of this family. 
Just don’t tell him | said so. 


Next! 
Dear X-Faculty, 


When are you going to have Xavier teach 
a lesson or two in the school? | would very 
much like to see his thoughts about the new 
school named after one of his best students. 
| would also like to see more adventures with 
Kid Omega. | like how he has become the 
new Wolverine from the original “First Class” 
Also, will anyone from Utopia be making an 
appearance as a teacher or something? When 
can we see some of Gambit's classes? Well, | 
can’t wait for your next adventure and | hope 
you all live through it! 


Your loyal fan, 
Jarrett Paperno 


Quentin Quire is the new Wolverine? 
Youve GOT fo be kiddin’ me. If that’s 
what kids today think then | need to 
rethink starting a school. Chuck Xavier 
is welcome here anytime and he knows 
it. | owe that guy everything | have. 
As for Gambit, you better hope he has 
a job. It was Kitty’s idea to let that 
crackpot Cajun teach here. Next! 


WRITE TO THE JEAN GREY 
SCHOOL FACULTY AT 
OFFICEX@MARVEL.COM 

OR 135 W. SOTH ST 
NEW YORK, NY 10020 
ANDO MARK “OK TO PRINT"! 


Professor Bobby, 


I'm glad to see you're on Wolverine’s team 
and kicking butt although | think it should be 
your team. You're one of the original X-Men 
you should have your own team. Anyways 
| love the accounting department at the 
school. Is it completely made of ice? If so are 
there lots of ice slides in it? With you being 
an accountant does the whole super hero 
community ask you to do their taxes? You're 
my favorite of the X-Men and | thought it was 
really cool when you had all those multiple 
Icemen to take on the Hellfire Club. So when 
you had all those copies, was each their own 
individual or did you control all of them? Also 
when can | see you in a team-up with Spider- 
Man and the Human Torch now that you're 
back in New York and Johnny is alive? The 
witty banter would be endless plus you guys 
would be unstoppable. 


John Swindle 


PS. Your twitter handle, @lcelceBohby, is 
superb, 


Hey Drake, stop writing to the school 
under pseudonyms. You’re lucky you're 
good at math. 


Dear Faculty and Students, 


Something strange has come over me. | 
suddenly care about Broo. At first | thought 
he was a hideous little troll monster, but now 
I'm all aboard the Broo-Train! | love that little 
flesh-eating bloodthirsty scamp. 


Daniel Bellay 
Fairmont, WV 


He ain’t a bad kid, right? Now, | have 
to go kick some one-eyed butt. There, | 
answered mail. You happy, Pryde? 


Gan 


